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Supplemental File: Topic guide for short interviews 
 

Domain Purpose Question 

Understanding 
of condition 

To explore: 
 Identity 
 Cause  
 Timeline 
 Consequences 

Why do you think you come to the (dental) hospital? 

How do you explain to your friends about your dental visits? / Do you think your 
teeth are different to other people’s?  

Do people ever make comments about your teeth? If so, what do you say? 

What do you think caused your missing teeth? 

What do you think will happen to your teeth in the future? 

Understanding 
and beliefs 
about 
management 

To explore: 
 The individual’s role 
 The role of others 
 Who is involved in treatment 
 Treatment options 
 Impact of treatment  
 Potential barriers 

Do you think you can do anything about your teeth? 

Who do you see at the dental hospital?  

What do you think their job is? 

How do you think they can help? 

What do you like or dislike about having dental treatment?  Why? 

Is there anything that would stop you being able to have treatment?  

Do you think what you do now will make a difference when you’re older? 

Decision-
making 

To explore: 
 People involved in decision 

making 
 Important factors 
 Involvement  
 Sources of information 

Who do you talk to about your teeth and dental treatment? 

What did you hope would be different at the end of treatment? 

Did you think about not having any treatment? 

Did anybody ask you what you wanted from treatment? 

Who or what helped you think about your dental treatment? 

Are you happy with your choice / is there anything you would change? 



 
 


