
This is a repository copy of Nature-based solutions: business.

White Rose Research Online URL for this paper:
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/114268/

Version: Accepted Version

Article:

Nikolaidis, NP, Kolokotsa, D and Banwart, SA orcid.org/0000-0001-7223-6678 (2017) 
Nature-based solutions: business. Nature, 543 (7645). p. 315. ISSN 0028-0836 

https://doi.org/10.1038/543315d

© 2017, Macmillan Publishers Limited, part of Springer Nature. All rights reserved. This is 
an author produced version of an item published in Nature. Uploaded in accordance with 
the publisher's self-archiving policy.

eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/

Reuse 

Unless indicated otherwise, fulltext items are protected by copyright with all rights reserved. The copyright 
exception in section 29 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 allows the making of a single copy 
solely for the purpose of non-commercial research or private study within the limits of fair dealing. The 
publisher or other rights-holder may allow further reproduction and re-use of this version - refer to the White 
Rose Research Online record for this item. Where records identify the publisher as the copyright holder, 
users can verify any specific terms of use on the publisher’s website. 

Takedown 

If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by 
emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request. 

mailto:eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/


Nature-based solutions: business 

Europe's ThinkNature project aims to promote 'nature-based solutions' across research, 
policy, non-governmental organizations and business (see Nature 541, 133–134; 2017). 
These solutions will guide the design of sustainable cities and territories, realize their 
economic-development opportunities, and promote business success with beneficial 
outcomes for society, the environment and human health. 

ThinkNature, which is funded by the European Union's research programme Horizon 2020, 
will transform the market potential for nature-based solutions by using prevailing knowledge 
and performance data on pioneering practices to identify commercial opportunities and 
innovation in policy and practice. The project's public online communication platform 
(www.think-nature.eu, launching at the end of March) will stimulate engagement of 
multidisciplinary stakeholders. The resultant pool of knowledge and expertise will be applied 
to implementing solutions, leading to a greater capacity to plan, design and manage these 
than is currently possible. 

The EU is investing in nature-based solutions in a pilot network of 79 cities in 32 countries. 
ThinkNature will use this network to improve regulatory instruments, share best commercial 
practices and demonstrate the long-term value of nature-based solutions. 
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