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ABSTRACT 18 

There is an urgent need to develop new interventions to manage pests because evolution of 19 

pesticide resistance and changes in legislation are limiting conventional control options for farmers. 20 

We investigated é-aminobutyric acid (BABA), jasmonic acid (JA) and fructose as possible plant 21 

defence activators against grey mould disease, Botrytis cinerea, and root knot nematode, 22 

Meloidogyne incognita. We also tested Trichogramma achaeae parasitoid wasps and an antifeedant 23 

plant extract for biocontrol of the invasive tomato leafminer, Tuta absoluta. BABA and JA enhanced 24 

resistance of tomato plants to B. cinerea but neither treatment provided complete protection and 25 

the efficacy of treatment varied over time with BABA being more durable than JA. Efficacy was partly 26 

dependent on tomato cultivar, with some cultivars responding better to BABA treatment than 27 

others. Furthermore, treatment of tomato with BABA, JA and fructose led to partial suppression of 28 

M. incognita egg mass development. Biocontrol agent, T. achaeae, performance against T. absoluta 29 

could be enhanced by adjusting the rearing conditions. Both attack rate and longevity were 30 

improved by rearing the parasitoids on T. achaeae rather than on other insects. Finally, Ajuga 31 

chamaepitys extract was shown to have significant antifeedant activity against T. absoluta. Our 32 

findings suggest that there are potential new solutions for protection of crops but they are more 33 

complicated to deploy, more variable and require more biological knowledge than conventional 34 

pesticides. In isolation, they may not provide the same level of protection as pesticides but are likely 35 

to be more potent when deployed in combination in IPM strategies.  36 

Keywords: induced resistance, plant defence activator, biocontrol, IPM, tomato 37 

 38 

   39 
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1. Introduction 40 

Agricultural systems are vulnerable to attack and crop protection plays a key role in safeguarding 41 

crop productivity against losses caused by pests (Oerke and Dehne, 2004; Bruce, 2012). Here we use 42 

さヮWゲデゲざ ;ゲ ; ｪWﾐWヴ;ﾉ デWヴﾏ aﾗヴ ;デデ;Iﾆｷﾐｪ ﾗヴｪ;ﾐｷゲﾏゲが ｷﾐIﾉ┌Sｷﾐｪ ┘WWSゲ ;ﾐS SｷゲW;ゲWゲ ;ゲ ┘Wﾉﾉ ;ゲ ;ﾐｷﾏ;ﾉ 43 

pests, that reduce crop yield or quality. The availability of conventional pesticides for tackling crop 44 

pests is declining globally due to evolution of resistance and changes in legislation and there is an 45 

increasingly urgent need to find alternatives (Bruce, 2010; Bruce, 2012). Indeed, limiting the number 46 

of pesticides available increases the use of the ones which are permitted and intensifies selection 47 

pressure for resistance (Lamichhane et al. 2016). For sustainable crop protection it is better to have 48 

a range of options and not to rely too much on one tactic.  49 

In the EU, the Sustainable Use Directive (2009/128/EC) requires member states to minimise 50 

pesticide use and risk while promoting the use of IPM and alternatives (Anon 2009; Hillocks, 2012). 51 

Such legislation is driven by concerns about potential effects of pesticides on human health and the 52 

environment. Lack of availability of pesticides has created a demand from farmers for alternative 53 

means to protect their crops and is a driver for innovation (Bruce, 2012; Stenberg et al., 2015), 54 

especially as pesticides are currently being restricted at a much faster rate than alternatives are 55 

being provided. A range of alternatives potentially exist such as resistant crops which can withstand 56 

pest or disease attack, biological control agents and changes to grower practice to reduce sources of 57 

infection or infestation. These need to be developed into practical tools which are usable in 58 

agriculture. Development of resistant crop cultivars was beyond the scope of our contribution to the 59 

PURE project and we focussed on three potential solutions for protecting tomato (Solanum 60 

lycopersicum) crops from attack: firstly, chemical priming of plant defence, secondly biocontrol by 61 

introduction of insect natural enemies and, finally, the use of insect antifeedants.  62 

Plant defence activators (Walters et al., 2005) or priming agents (Conrath et al., 2006) are a 63 

new class of agrochemical that does not have a direct toxic effect on the target organism but instead 64 
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act by boosting plant defence. They have been proposed as potential tools for use within integrated 65 

pest management (IPM) strategies that aim to minimise the use of toxic products (Stout et al., 2002; 66 

Vallad and Goodman, 2004). A key advantage of plant activators, compared to broad spectrum 67 

toxicants, is that they are compatible with biocontrol agents and can even promote plant 68 

attractiveness to natural enemies of plant pests (Stout et al., 2002, Bruce 2010). Another advantage 69 

is that induced resistance via priming is based on an augmentation of basal defence resistance 70 

(Ahmad et al., 2010) and is controlled by a large number of defence related plant genes (also 71 

ヴWaWヴヴWS デﾗ ;ゲ けﾏ┌ﾉデｷｪWﾐｷIげが けケ┌;ﾐデｷデ;デｷ┗Wげが ﾗヴ けｴﾗヴｷ┣ﾗﾐデ;ﾉげ ヴWゲｷゲデ;ﾐIWぶく CﾗﾐゲWケ┌Wﾐデﾉ┞が ｷﾐS┌IWS 72 

resistance is a durable form of disease protection, since the augmentation of multigenic resistance is 73 

difficult to break by pathogens (Gardner et al., 1999; Ahmad et al., 2010). Moreover, unlike 74 

resistance that is controlled by single resistance (R) genes, induced resistance is non-specific and 75 

typically protects plants against a range of different pests. For plant defence activation studies, we 76 

focussed on grey mould (Botrytis cinerea) which, in addition to tomato, affects several hundred 77 

other host plants pre- and post-harvest. Losses due to this fungus are estimated at 10-100 billion 78 

euros per year (Weiberg et al., 2013). We also investigated elicitation of plant defence against the 79 

root knot nematode, M. incognita, which is also a globally important and polyphagous pest (Sasser, 80 

1977). 81 

Another promising alternative approach is the management of pathogens and insect pests 82 

with biocontrol agents. Research on biocontrol agents against plant diseases in the PURE project is 83 

described in the Mugnai et al. and Angeli et al. articles in this special issue.  For insect pests, 84 

artificially introducing natural enemies of herbivorous insects provides a major opportunity for more 85 

sustainable management of crop pests and biocontrol strategies have been devised to protect the 86 

crops that rely on natural enemies to attack the pest species (Pilkington et al., 2000). These have 87 

been particularly successful in greenhouse environments, for example in the Almeria region of Spain 88 

where biocontrol has largely replaced conventional pesticides (Pilkington, 2010; Calvo et al., 2014). 89 

An increasing number of commercial greenhouse growers around the world employ beneficial 90 
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insects for crop protection and expenditure on biocontrol agents in greenhouses represents the 91 

majority of sales of biological control agents globally. Greenhouses are ideal environments for 92 

releasing biocontrol agents because they have contained conditions from which biocontrol agents 93 

are less likely to escape. However, the invasive pest, tomato leafminer, Tuta absoluta (Lepidoptera: 94 

Gelechiidae), threatens to undermine successful biocontrol programmes in greenhouses if toxic 95 

pesticides have to be used to manage it and therefore we focussed on this species in exploring new 96 

biocontrol options against it. Tomato leafminer can cause yield losses in tomato of 80-100% 97 

(Desneux et al., 2010). In addition to investigating possible biocontrol agents for use against T. 98 

absoluta, we explored the possibility of using antifeedants to reduce feeding damage by the pest. 99 

We used an extract of Ajuga chamaepitys (Lamiaceae), the ground pine or yellow bugle, which 100 

contains clerodane compounds (Camps et al, 1987) and has been shown previously to be active 101 

against another lepidopteran pest, the diamondback moth, Plutella xylostella (Griffiths et al., 1991).  102 

The current paper details our findings and discusses their implications for development of 103 

new crop protection interventions. Some of the results are already published elsewhere and we 104 

refer to these in the discussion section which is intentionally longer than usual to review potential 105 

implications for research translation into new interventions for crop protection. 106 

 107 

2. Materials and methods 108 

2.1 Chemical priming of plant defence 109 

Tomato I┌ﾉデｷ┗;ヴ けMﾗﾐW┞M;ﾆWヴげ was used for all experiments unless stated otherwise. Additional 110 

デﾗﾏ;デﾗ I┌ﾉデｷ┗;ヴゲ けILヴげが けFCNΓンげ ;ﾐS けMﾗデWﾉﾉWげ ┘WヴW ﾗHデ;ｷﾐWS aヴﾗﾏ W;ｪWﾐｷﾐｪWﾐ Uﾐｷ┗Wヴゲｷデ┞く BABA 111 

(catalog number A4420-7) and JA (catalog number J2500) were obtained from Sigma-Aldrich. BABA 112 

was prepared freshly in distilled water and diluted to appropriate concentrations. Stock solutions of 113 

JA were prepared by dissolving 250 mg in 2 ml of ethanol, which was then diluted in distilled water 114 
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to ; aｷﾐ;ﾉ ゲデﾗIﾆ IﾗﾐIWﾐデヴ;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗa ヱヰ ﾏM ;ﾐS ﾆWヮデ ;デ ЪヲヰェCく BWaﾗヴW ┌ゲ;ｪWが デｴW ヱヰ ﾏM ゲデﾗIﾆ ゲﾗﾉ┌デｷﾗﾐ 115 

was thawed and diluted in water to the indicated concentrations. 116 

 Durability of BABA and JA 117 

Experiments were conducted as described in Luna et al., (2016) with some modifications. Briefly, 118 

tﾗﾏ;デﾗ I┌ﾉデｷ┗;ヴ けMﾗﾐW┞M;ﾆWヴげ plants were grown under greenhouse conditions at Rothamsted 119 

Research with supplementary lighting to a total regime of 16h light, 150 µM m2 s
-1

 at 25
o
C, and 8h 120 

dark at 21
o
C. Rothamsted standard substrate was use for cultivation of the tomatoes used in this 121 

experiment. One-week old seedlings were treated with 0.5mM BABA or 0.05mM JA according to the 122 

protocols used in Luna et al. (2016). One week after treatment, roots were washed to remove BABA 123 

and JA and plants were placed in individual 2.2 L pots and grown until infection with B. cinerea.  124 

Infection and disease assessment were performed as described before (Luna et al., 2016).  Disease 125 

levels were measured at 5 time points, starting at 2 weeks and finishing at 6 weeks after treatment. 126 

At every time point, 10 plants per treatment were scored for B. cinerea lesion diameter size 3 days 127 

after infection. Thus each experiment was replicated 10 times. The average lesion diameter per 128 

plant was obtained from measurements of 12 independent lesions (6 per leaf; 2 young leaves per 129 

plant). For statistical analysis of lesion diameters, normal distributions were confirmed by Shapiro-130 

Wｷﾉﾆ デWゲデゲが ┘ｴWヴW;ゲ Wケ┌;ﾉｷデ┞ ﾗa ┗;ヴｷ;ﾐIWゲ ┘;ゲ SWデWヴﾏｷﾐWS H┞ LW┗WﾐWげゲ デWゲデゲく Ia Wケ┌ality of variances 131 

could be confirmed, differences between means were analyzed using independent-sample t-tests. If 132 

デｴW LW┗WﾐWげゲ デWゲデ ヴW┗W;ﾉWS ┌ﾐWケ┌;ﾉ ┗;ヴｷ;ﾐIWゲ HWデ┘WWﾐ デヴW;デﾏWﾐデゲが ; WWﾉIｴげゲ デ デWゲデ ┘;ゲ ヮWヴaﾗヴﾏWSく  133 

Effect of cultivar  134 

Tomato cultivars けMﾗﾐW┞M;ﾆWヴげが けMﾗデWﾉﾉWげ ;ﾐS けFCNΓンげ ヮﾉ;ﾐデゲ ふn = 10 for each cultivar) were grown 135 

in Levington M3 substrate for 4 weeks in a controlled environment chamber in Sheffield (UK) with a 136 

light regime of 16h light; 150 µM m2 s
-1

 at 26
o
C and 8h dark at 21

o
C and ~ 65% relative humidity. 137 

Fourにweek old plants were treated with 0.5mM BABA and after 5 days they were inoculated with B. 138 



Crop Protection EU-PURE project special issue 

7 

 

cinerea. Lesion diameter was recorded 4 days post inoculation. This experiment was performed 139 

according to the protocols used in Luna et al. (2016). 140 

Effect on Root Knot Nematode 141 

Tﾗﾏ;デﾗ I┌ﾉデｷ┗;ヴ けMﾗﾐW┞M;ﾆWヴげが けILヴげが けFCN93げ ;ﾐS けMﾗデWﾉﾉWげ seedlings were grown in a 2:1 sand:loam 142 

mix, in individual 10 cm diameter pots. They were treated with elicitors when they were 5 weeks old. 143 

There were 10 replicate plants of each cultivar for 6 treatments. The 100ml aqueous soil drench 144 

treatments consisted of 1) 0.5 mM BABA, 2) 10ppm fructose, 3) 0.05 mM JA, 4) 0.5 mM MJ, 5) 145 

10ppm fructose + 0.05 mM JA, and 6) distilled water. Plants were inoculated with M. javanica (500 146 

eggs or newly hatched second stage juveniles (J2s) per plant) 24h after treatment and egg masses 147 

were assessed after 6 weeks post inoculation using phloxine B (aqueous solution containing 148 

15mg L-1) to stain the egg masses (Daykin and Hussey, 1985). These were then counted 149 

under a stereoscopic microscope.  150 

Egg masses were analysed using Analysis of Variance fitting Plant Genotype and Treatment.  151 

Although the residuals were approximately normal, there were several observations with large 152 

residuals.  These were mainly caused by the presence of plants where no egg masses were present 153 

(mainly genotype FCN).  The observations where no eggs were detected were dropped from further 154 

analyses.  Unbalanced analysis of variance was used to test for differences between the Treatment 155 

and Plant Genotype means for egg masses.  Pairwise multiple comparison tests for means were 156 

ヮWヴaﾗヴﾏWS ┌ゲｷﾐｪ BﾗﾐaWヴヴﾗﾐｷげゲ ﾏWデｴﾗS ｷﾐ GWﾐゲデ;デ ┗ヱΑくヱ ┘ｷデｴ ; Iﾗﾏヮ;ヴｷゲﾗﾐ-wise error rate of 0.0003.   157 

2.2 Optimising biocontrol  158 

Two strains of Trichogramma achaeae, a biocontrol agent of the tomato leafminer T. absoluta, were 159 

obtained from IAS (InVivo AgroSolutions): A02, reared on eggs of Ephestia kühniella and A06 reared 160 

on eggs of Sitotroga cerealella. These were reared on their respective hosts and also on eggs of the 161 

natural host T. absoluta. The temperature was 25
o
C and insects were fed with honey solution. Shape 162 
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and structure of male genitalia confirmed that specimens received for bioassays belonged to T. 163 

achaeae as did a PCR diagnostic (a fragment of ITS2 between 700 and 560 bps, not digested by EcoRI 164 

enzymes and sharing an identity of 100 % with sequence in NCBI JF415949). The performance of the 165 

different strains, in terms of longevity and attack rate against T. absoluta, was compared when 166 

reared on different hosts. Adult longevity was assessed for 45 females of each strain, composed of 167 

three different sets of 15 adults each to avoid any environmental bias. Adult parasitoids were 168 

isolated in aerated tubes (5.0 X 0.3 cm) and checked every 12 h. Longevity was recorded at 25°C, 169 

adults were fed with honey (water:honey solution 50:50, v:v) and keeping RH at 70 ± 5 % and 16:8 170 

L:D photoperiod. Attack rate was assessed by releasing a single parasitoid female in a glass Petri dish 171 

(5 X 1 cm) containing 20 eggs of T. absoluta and a few honey drops at 25 °C, 60 ± 5 % and 16:8 L:D 172 

photoperiod. After 48 h the parasitoid was removed and Petri dishes were kept at the same climatic 173 

conditions for two weeks. Attack rate was evaluated by counting the host eggs that had turned black 174 

excluding those were unparasitized and probed or host-fed. Overall, 15 females were tested for each 175 

strain. All normally distributed data in all experiments were analyzed using one-way ANOVA 176 

followed by Tukey post-hoc test to assign significant pairwise differences. Data that did not match a 177 

normal distribution were analyzed by KruskalｎWallis ANOVA on ranks followed by Dunnｔs Method 178 

post-hoc tests. 179 

2.3 Antifeedant Bioassay 180 

An extract of Ajuga chamaepitys was obtained from Botanix Ltd, Hop Pocket Lane, Tonbridge TN12 181 

6DQ (CO2 extraction of field grown plants, batch no. SR 1870). A weighed amount of the extract was 182 

made up to 0.1% in absolute ethanol and absolute ethanol alone was used for the control treatment. 183 

The choice test method was based on that of Griffiths et. al., (1991). Individual leaflets were cut 184 

from approximately 3-4 week old tomato plants, cv けMoneymakerげ, and the petioles placed in water 185 

in a tray to keep the leaflet fresh. The absolute ethanol control treatment was painted onto the 186 

upper and lower surfaces of the left-hand side of 10 replicate leaflets using a no. 5 sable paint brush. 187 
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The antifeedant extract (0.1% in absolute ethanol) was painted onto the upper and lower surfaces of 188 

the right hand side of the leaflets using the midrib as the dividing line. The leaves were returned to 189 

the water tray while the ethanol dried. Once dry, the leaflets were transferred to individual 15cm 190 

diameter Petri dishes with two 12.5cm Whatman no. 1 filter papers and 3ml deionised water. 191 

Batches of 5 small (2
nd

 to 3
rd

 instar) T. absoluta larvae were collected from culture and placed in the 192 

centre of each of the treated leaflets. The larvae were left in the controlled environment room 193 

(26°C, 16h light) for 25h after which the number of mines in the treated and control sides of the 194 

leaflets were recorded. TｴW S;デ; ┘WヴW ;ﾐ;ﾉ┞ゲWS H┞ “デ┌SWﾐデげゲ t-test (Genstat). 195 

 196 

3. Results 197 

3.1 Chemical priming of plant defence 198 

Durability of BABA and JA 199 

Disease levels of B. cinerea were significantly reduced by BABA treatment when mean lesion 200 

diameter was measured 2, 4, 5 and 6 weeks after treatment ｷﾐ けMﾗﾐW┞ﾏ;ﾆWヴげ デﾗﾏ;デﾗ. JA treatment 201 

was less reliable because it reduced the disease initially at 2 and 3 weeks after treatment, then lost 202 

effectiveness at 4 weeks after treatment, but reduced disease at 5 weeks after treatment. 203 

Surprisingly, JA increased susceptibility at 6 weeks after treatment. Because of the variability of the 204 

result with JA we repeated the experiment and found no significant reduction in B. cinerea infection 205 

levels when measured 4 and 5 weeks after treatment (Fig. S1). Although the protection by BABA was 206 

more consistent and lasted up to 6 weeks after treatment, it only reduced lesion diameter by 17% at 207 

6 weeks, indicating a partial effect.  208 
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 209 

Fig. 1 Mean Botrytis cinerea lesion diameter in tomato cultivar 'Moneymakerげ 3 days after 210 

inoculation at different times after treatment. Error bars denote SE. Asterisks indicate statistically 211 

significant differences between control and treatment (t-test; P < 0.05; n=10) 212 

Effect of cultivar 213 

B. cinerea disease levels were reduced substantially more by BABA treatment in tomato cultivar 214 

けMﾗデWﾉﾉWげ デｴ;ﾐ ｷﾐ けMﾗﾐW┞M;ﾆWヴげが whereas there was no significant reduction in disease in けFCNΓンげ 215 

(Fig. 2).  216 
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 217 

Fig. 2 Mean Botrytis cinerea lesion diameter. Infection was performed 5 days after BABA treatment 218 

and lesion diameter was measured 4 days after infection. Error bars denote SE. A single asterisk 219 

indicates a significant difference, P < 0.05, and a double asterisk indicates a significant difference, P < 220 

0.01, between water and BABA treatment.   221 
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Root Knot Nematode 223 

Significant reductions in M. incognita egg mass development were obtained with BABA, fructose, JA 224 

and MJ but the effect depended on the cultivar used (Fig. 3). Egg masses were analysed using 225 

Analysis of Variance fitting Plant Genotype and Treatment.  Although the residuals were 226 

approximately normal, there were several observations with large residuals.  These were mainly 227 

caused by the presence of plants where no egg masses were present (mainly genotype FCN).  The 228 

observations where no eggs were detected were dropped from further analyses. Unbalanced 229 

analysis of variance was used to test for differences between the Treatment and Plant Genotype 230 

means for egg masses.  Both Treatment, (p<0.01) and Plant Genotype (p<0.01) were significant.  231 

There was no evidence of a Treatment by Genotype interaction.   232 

 233 

Fig. 3 Root knot nematode egg mass suppression by elicitors in three tomato genotypes. Letters 234 

above the bar denote a significant difference (Unbalanced ANOVA, Bonferroni; Experiment-wise 235 

error rate = P < 0.05, Comparison-wise error rate = 0.0003). 236 
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3.2 Optimising biocontrol 237 

It was found that T. achaeae performance, as measured by attack rate and longevity, were 238 

significantly improved by rearing the parasitoids on T. absoluta on tomato plants rather than on 239 

other insects (ANOVA One Way, P < 0.05; Table 1). This was observed with both strains tested (A02 240 

and A06).  241 

Trichogramma acheae 

strain 

 

 

A02 A02 A06 A06 

Host reared on 

Ephestia 

kühniella 

 

 

Tuta absoluta 

 

 

Sitotroga 

cerealella 

 

Tuta absoluta 

 

Attack rate 

(number of black eggs 

/ 20) 

2.9 

(± 0.7) c 

13.4 

(±1.4) a 

6.5 

(± 1.1) bc 

8.0 

(± 1.1) b 

Longevity (days) 

 

3.0 

(± 0.1) b 

5.9 

(± 0.3) a 

3.4 

(± 0.1) b 

4.9 

(± 0.3) a 

 242 

Table 1. Effect of rearing system on the performance and adult longevity of Trichogramma achaeae, 243 

a parasitoid of Tuta absoluta. Different letters indicate significant differences, assigned by One Way 244 

ANOVA followed by post-hoc tests (P < 0.05; Tukey test for adult longevity data; Dunn test for attack 245 

rate). 246 

  247 
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3.3 Antifeedants 248 

A whole plant extract of Ajuga chamaepitys was tested for biological activity against larvae of T. 249 

absoluta. In the choice test, the leaf side treated with A. chamaepitys extract had significantly fewer 250 

leaf mines compared to the side treated with ethanol alone (P = 0.0011; Fig. 5).  251 

 252 

Fig. 5 Tuta absoluta larval feeding in a choice test experiment 253 
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4. Discussion 255 

Our experiments focused on tomato as a crop and revealed that plant defence activator treatments 256 

can partially suppress both a disease, B. cinerea, and attack by a herbivore, the root knot nematode, 257 

M. incognita.  We also showed that biocontrol agents and an antifeedant plant extract can suppress 258 

tomato leafminer, T. absoluta. Our findings reported here and related studies from our research in 259 

the PURE project (e.g. Cascone et al., 2015; Luna et al., 2016) indicate that there are possibilities for 260 

developing novel approaches to crop protection. However, levels of control were not as high as 261 

would be expected with a pesticide, which may mean that such tactics have to be incorporated into 262 

a wider IPM strategy where they are used in combination with other approaches, such as basal host 263 

plant resistance or cultural control methods to reduce exposure to pests. Our experiments were 264 

relatively small scale and scaling up studies are required for translation of the research into field 265 

applications (e.g. Ruocco et al. in this special issue). 266 

Obtaining crop protection with plant defence activators is more complicated than directly 267 

killing target organisms with a pesticide. The effect is plant-mediated and, therefore, dependent on 268 

plant genetics and physiology and can be altered by the environmental context (Bruce, 2014). Many 269 

chemical activators of induced defences against biotic attackers are known, and some of these, such 270 

as acibenzolar-S-methyl, an activator of SAR, have been commercialised for crop protection (Vallad 271 

and Goodman, 2004). However, sustained activation of defence throughout the plant is costly in 272 

terms of metabolic resources and energy requirements meaning that long-term activation of 273 

induced defences can result in yield penalties (Vallad and Goodman, 2004; van Hulten et al., 2006). A 274 

ﾉﾗ┘Wヴ SﾗゲW ﾗa ;Iデｷ┗;デﾗヴ ﾗﾐﾉ┞ けヮヴｷﾏWゲげ SWaWﾐIWゲ ┘ｴｷIｴ ﾏW;ﾐゲ デｴW┞ ;ヴW ヮﾗデWﾐデｷ;デWS aﾗヴ ; a;ゲデWヴ ;ﾐS 275 

stronger response when the stress actually occurs and that this has a lower metabolic cost than 276 

immediately switching on defence pathways (van Hulten et al., 2006; Luna, 2016). The process of 277 

priming occurs when prior exposure to a biotic or an abiotic stimulus sensitises a plant to express a 278 

more efficient defence response to future stress exposure (Conrath et al., 2006; Bruce et al. 2007). 279 



Crop Protection EU-PURE project special issue 

16 

 

While JA and BABA can reduce tomato growth at higher concentrations, we have identified 280 

commercially feasible application methods of BABA and JA that induce durable disease resistance 281 

without negative impacts on plant growth or colonization by beneficial mycorrhizal fungi (Luna et al., 282 

2016). 283 

BABA was found to enhance resistance to B. cinerea ｷﾐ デｴW デﾗﾏ;デﾗ I┌ﾉデｷ┗;ヴ けMﾗﾐW┞M;ﾆWヴげ 284 

(Luna et al., 2016). Here we present new data on the longevity of the treatment, which can last for 285 

up to six weeks, and show that effect of treatments was partly dependent on which cultivar of 286 

tomato being grown with some cultivars responding better to the treatment than others. The 287 

デﾗﾏ;デﾗ I┌ﾉデｷ┗;ヴ けMﾗデWﾉﾉWげ ヴWゲヮﾗﾐSWS HWデデWヴ デｴ;ﾐ けMﾗﾐW┞M;ﾆWヴげ, ┘ｴWヴW;ゲ けFCNΓンげ ヮWヴaﾗヴﾏWS ┘ﾗヴゲWく 288 

Similarly, there was an effect of tomato cultivar on the performance of plant defence activators 289 

against root knot nematode development. This outcome creates opportunities for tomato breeding 290 

programmes to select for genetic traits that increase the level of resistance response to specific 291 

combinations of chemical defence activators, whilst minimizing the costs in terms of plant growth 292 

reduction. Variability in plant defence activator performance between cultivars does mean that they 293 

are harder to use commercially, as data on efficacy in each cultivar would be required.  294 

Fructose is a low cost, low toxicity natural product and can induce resistance to root knot 295 

nematode and B. cinerea at low dose application rates (Morkunas and Ratajczak, 2014; Moghaddam 296 

and Van den Ende, 2012). Although we investigated BABA as a plant defence activator, it is also a 297 

xenobiotic compound and is not rapidly metabolised meaning that it accumulates in the plant. This 298 

means it may not be the ideal compound for commercialization and further screening of plant 299 

defence activators is required to find more benign compounds. The regulatory process used for 300 

conventional pesticides is still required to ensure that potential plant defence activators do not have 301 

negative side effects on human health or the environment. Fructose, which we found had some 302 

activity against root knot nematode, may be a better prospect. Fructose is readily obtainable and 303 

inexpensive but has not yet been formulated as a commercial crop treatment. Registration of BABA 304 
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could be complicated because BABA is not rapidly metabolised in plants (Jakab et al., 2001) and it 305 

acts as a blocker of a ubiquitous enzyme in primary metabolism (Luna et al., 2014). However, 306 

analogues may be more promising in this respect. Our recent study with the model plant species 307 

Arabidopsis thaliana has shown that the resistanceにinducing effects of BABA can be separated 308 

genetically from its growth repressing effects (Luna et al., 2014). This study revealed that the 309 

receptor for BABA controls defence priming and the accompanying stress response via separate 310 

signalling pathways. Apart from genetic strategies to optimise the cost-benefit balance of BABA-311 

induced resistance, the elucidation of the molecular perception machinery of BABA allows designing 312 

structurally related compounds that retain resistance-inducing capacity, but that are less active in 313 

growth repression.  314 

The use of biocontrol agents for reducing the populations of insect pests still remains a 315 

viable approach mostly because of its high sustainability. Nonetheless, modern techniques and 316 

recent investigations have highlighted at least four issues that need to be taken into account for 317 

successful application of biological control. The first, and possibly the most important one, is the 318 

correct identification of the species to be used. A modern integrative approach, that combines 319 

morphological, biological and molecular characterization should be followed not only by research 320 

institutions but also by the companies selling these precious allies. These considerations particularly 321 

apply to egg parasitoids within the family of Trichogrammatidae (Hymenoptera, Chalcidoidea) 322 

because some species that were considered for a long time to be さｪWﾐWヴ;ﾉｷゲデゲざ デ┌ヴﾐWS ﾗ┌デ デﾗ HW ｷﾐ 323 

fact groups of separate species. It is now possible to identify these tiny wasps by combining 324 

morphological features of the male copulatory organ with the sequences of a gene (i.e. ITS2) that is 325 

able to separate close-related species attacking common hosts such as T. absoluta (Polaszek et al., 326 

2012). Indeed, the specific parasitoid of the tomato leafminer, T. achaeae, is virtually 327 

undistinguishable from the closely related T. evanescens and this could lead to the failure of 328 

biocontrol of T. absoluta on tomato (Cascone et al., 2015).  329 
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The second issue is the rearing system for the biocontrol agent. We found that the 330 

performance of the egg parasitoid T. achaeae as a biocontrol agent of T. absoluta, strongly depends 331 

on the rearing system adopted, as composed of host plant and host egg. It was demonstrated that 332 

the adult longevity of this parasitoid was higher if it was reared on its natural host T. absoluta on 333 

tomato. Similarly, a better attack rate was recorded when the rearing and the target systems 334 

coincided (Cascone et al., 2015). The consequences of these findings are clear because to reduce the 335 

rearing costs, the companies use host eggs that are cheaper and often laid on artificial substrate in 336 

total absence of host plant. In relation to the control of T. absoluta, this could explain why T. 337 

achaeae has not attained the same performance in the field as those recorded in the laboratory.  338 

The third issue is さIﾗﾐSｷデｷﾗﾐｷﾐｪざ: デｴW ﾐWｪ;デｷ┗W WaaWIデゲ ﾗa さ;ヴデｷaｷIｷ;ﾉ ヴW;ヴｷﾐｪ ゲ┞ゲデWﾏゲざ ｷﾐ ヮﾉ;IW 339 

ﾗa さﾐ;デ┌ヴ;ﾉざ ﾗﾐWゲ can be overcome by allowing the development of a single parasitoid generation on 340 

its natural host (often the same as the target host). An example is again represented by T. achaeae 341 

(Cascone et al., 2015) whose performance, in terms of attack rate, could also be enhanced by a 342 

combination of temperature and time of exposure during preimaginal development (Cascone et al., 343 

2015). In the past, biological control has sometimes suffered from a lack of professionalism in 344 

production systems but now is in a critical phase where big improvements are being made that will 345 

allow development of more sustainable strategies for controlling pest populations (van Lenteren, 346 

2012). We have now at hand all the tools and the techniques to optimise production. For biocontrol 347 

agent T. achaeae, the best rearing temperature of the parasitoid is 25°C; food is important for 348 

enhancing the survival of the parasitoid: food should be provided (particularly in protected tomato 349 

where temperatures are higher than in the open field); a pre-oviposition treatment of 1h at 24°C or 350 

28°C enhances the performance of the parasitoid in terms of attack rate and T. achaeae should be 351 

reared for at least one generation on the natural host (T. absoluta) before its release in the field. The 352 

fourth issue is registration of biocontrol agents to make them available to farmers and is reviewed 353 

and discussed in detail by Lamichhane et al. (2016). 354 
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Antifeedants provide another possible direction. Here we found A. chamaepitys extract to 355 

have activity against T. absoluta. For commercial production, the extraction process would have to 356 

be scaled up and A. chamaepitys cultivated to obtain larger quantities for extraction. Here, the 357 

extract suppressed feeding damage, but did not completely prevent it and a more detailed chemical 358 

and biological investigation of the active antifeedant component/s may lead to improved efficacy. 359 

The use of antifeedants requires very good coverage of the plant and the effect can be short-lived as 360 

a result of non-persistence of the active compounds and/or the gradual habituation of the insect 361 

after a period of starvation. The use of antifeedants in crop protection will require their integration 362 

with other agents of control in specially devised management strategies (Griffiths et al, 1991) and 363 

improvements in their formulation are required.  364 

We recommend that policymakers consider implementation strategies involving further R&D 365 

and practical training to make new approaches available to growers.  We would like to highlight that 366 

policymakers advocating the replacement of pesticides may have seriously underestimated the 367 

challenge. Crop plants have been grown in a pesticide treated background for more than 60 years 368 

and agricultural ecosystems are highly vulnerable to attack by adapted pests (Bruce, 2012). A 369 

systems approach may be required to redesign the system with tactics integrated into appropriate 370 

strategies to reduce the risk of crop damage. A conversation with farmers may help to co-design IPM 371 

systems which are more user friendly. Schemes may be required to reduce risks for companies 372 

considering commercialising the approaches we describe in this paper. There is a business 373 

opportunity for innovative companies to develop new biological products to fill the gap left by 374 

reduced availability of pesticides. 375 

Although our experiments investigated plant defence activation and biocontrol agents 376 

separately, these are very complementary approaches and could be used together in an IPM system. 377 

It is likely that there would be an additive or even synergistic effect when combining these two 378 

approaches. Unlike conventional toxic pesticides, plant defence activators would not have the 379 

problem of causing collateral damage to populations of natural enemies through broad spectrum 380 
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toxic action. Furthermore, there are clear opportunities to use defence activators to make plants 381 

ﾏﾗヴW ;デデヴ;Iデｷ┗W デﾗ ﾐ;デ┌ヴ;ﾉ WﾐWﾏｷWゲ ┗ｷ; ;Iデｷ┗;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗa けｷﾐSｷヴWIデ SWaWﾐIWげ ┘ｴWヴWH┞ デｴW ヮﾉ;ﾐデ ヴWIヴ┌ｷデゲ 382 

natural enemies of herbivore pests by emitting attractive plant volatiles or providing supplementary 383 

nutrition (Heil, 2008). For example, it is known that natural elicitors contained in stemborer eggs can 384 

induce emission of volatiles that attract both larval and egg parasitoids (Tamiru et al 2011). Certain 385 

plant genotypes are more responsive to cues associated with attacking organisms and have a higher 386 

capacity for tritrophic interactions with their natural enemies which opens up the possibility of 387 

breeding crops that boost biocontrol (Tamiru et al 2015; Stenberg et al 2015).  Induced resistance 388 

can complement constitutive resistance and diversifying crop protection tactics can reduce selection 389 

pressure for resistance. 390 

 391 

Acknowledgements 392 

This research was supported by European Union FP7-KBBE 265865 PURE Project. Rothamsted 393 

Research receives grant-aided support from the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research 394 

Council of the UK. The James Hutton Institute receives funding from RESAS. We thank Ben Vosman 395 

of Wageningen University for kindly providing seed of tomato cultivars. 396 

 397 

References 398 

Ahmad, S., Gordon-Weeks, R., Pickett, J.A., J. Ton, 2010. Natural variation in priming of basal 399 

resistance: from evolutionary origin to agricultural exploitation. Mol. Plant Pathol. 11, 817-400 

827.  401 

Anon. 2009. Directive 2009/128/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 402 

2009 establishing a framework for Community action to achieve the sustainable use of 403 

pesticides. Official J. European Union 52, 71に86. 404 

Bruce, T.J.A., Matthes, M.C., Napier, J.A., Pickett, J.A., ヲヰヰΑく “デヴWゲゲa┌ﾉ さﾏWﾏﾗヴｷWゲざ ﾗa ヮﾉ;ﾐデゲぎ W┗ｷSWﾐIW 405 

and possible mechanisms. Plant Sci. 173, 603-608. 406 



Crop Protection EU-PURE project special issue 

21 

 

Bruce, T.J.A., 2010. Tackling the threat to food security caused by crop pests in the new millennium. 407 

Food Security 2, 133-141. 408 

Bruce, T.J.A., 2012. GM as a route for delivery of sustainable crop protection. J. Exp. Botany 63, 537-409 

541. 410 

Bruce, T.J.A., 2014. Variation in plant responsiveness to defense elicitors caused by genotype and 411 

environment. Frontiers Plant Sci. 5, 1-4. 412 

Calvo, F.J., Knapp, M., van Houten, Y.M., Hoogerbrugge, H., Belda, J.E., 2014. Amblyseius swirskii: 413 

What made this predatory mite such a successful biocontrol agent? Exp. App. Acarol. 65, 419-414 

433. 415 

Camps, F., Coll, J., Dargallo, O., Rius, J., and Miravitlles, C. (1987) Clerodane diterpenoids from 416 

Teucrium and Ajuga plants. Phytochem. 26, 1475-1479. 417 

Cascone, P., Carpenito, S., Slotsbo, S., Iodice, L., Sørensen, J.G., Holmstrup, M., Guerrieri, E., 2015. 418 

Improving the efficiency of Trichogramma achaeae to control Tuta absoluta. Biocontrol 6, 419 

761-771. 420 

Conrath, U., Beckers, G.J.M., Flors, V., Garcia-Agustin, P., Jakab, G., Mauch, F., Newman, M.A., 421 

Pieterse, C.M.J., Poinssot, B., Pozo, M.J., Pugin, A., Schaffrath, U., Ton, J., Wendehenne, D., 422 

Zimmerli, L., Mauch-Mani, B., 2006. Priming: Getting ready for battle. Molecular Plant-423 

Microbe Interactions 19, 1062-1071. 424 

Daykin, M. and R. Hussey. 1985. Staining and histopathological techniques in nematology. In: Barker, 425 

K.R. et al. An advanced treatise on Meloidogyne. North Carolina State University. 426 

Desneux, N., E. Wajnberg, K.A.G. Wyckhuys, G. Burgio, S. Arpaia, C.A. Narvaez-Vasquez, et al. 2010. 427 

Biological invasion of European tomato crops by Tuta absoluta: ecology, geographic expansion 428 

and prospects for biological control. Journal of Pest Science 83, 197-215.  429 

Gardner, S.N., Agrawal, A.A., Gressel, J., Mangel, M., 1999. Strategies to delay the evolution of 430 

resistance in pests: dose rotations and induced plant defenses. Aspects Appl. Biol. 53, 189-431 

196. 432 



Crop Protection EU-PURE project special issue 

22 

 

Griffiths, D.C., Maniar, S.P., Merritt, L.A., Mudd, A., Pickett, J.A., Pye, B.J., Smart, L.E., Wadhams, L.J., 433 

1991. Laboratory evaluation of pest management strategies combining antifeedants with 434 

insect growth regulator insecticides. Crop Prot. 10, 145-151. 435 

Heil, M. 2008. Indirect defence via tritrophic interactions. New Phytologist 178, 41-61. 436 

Hillocks, R.J., 2012. Farming with fewer pesticides: EU pesticide review and resulting challenges for 437 

UK agriculture. Crop Prot. 31, 85-93. 438 

Jakab, G., V. Cottier, V. Toquin, G. Rigoli, L. Zimmerli, J.-Pく MYデヴ;┌┝が Wデ ;ﾉく ヲヰヰヱく é-Aminobutyric Acid-439 

induced Resistance in Plants. Eur. J. Plant Pathol. 107, 29-37. 440 

Lamichhane, J.R., M. Bischoff-Schaefer, S. Bluemel, S. Dachbrodt-Saaydeh, L. Dreux, J.-P. Jansen, et 441 

al. 2016. Identifying obstacles and ranking common biological control research priorities for 442 

Europe to manage most economically important pests in arable, vegetable and perennial 443 

crops. Pest Manag. Sci. doi:10.1002/ps.4423 444 

Luna, E., van Hulten, M., Zhang, Y., Berkowitz, O., López, A., Pétriacq, P., Sellwood, M.A., Chen, B., 445 

B┌ヴヴWﾉﾉが Mくが ┗;ﾐ SW MWWﾐWが Aくが PｷWデWヴゲWが CくMくJくが Fﾉﾗヴゲが Vくが Tﾗﾐが Jくが ヲヰヱヴく Pﾉ;ﾐデ ヮWヴIWヮデｷﾗﾐ ﾗa é-446 

aminobutyric acid is mediated by an aspartyl-tRNA synthetase. Nature Chem Biol 10, 450-456.  447 

Luna, E., Beardon, E., Ravnskov, S., Scholes, J., Ton, J., 2016. Optimizing Chemically Induced 448 

Resistance in Tomato Against Botrytis cinerea. Plant Disease 100, 704-710. 449 

Luna, E., 2016. Using green vaccination to brighten the agronomic future. Outlooks on Pest Manag. 450 

June 2016. 451 

Moghaddam, M.R.B. and W. Van den Ende. 2012. Sugars and plant innate immunity. J. Exp. Bot.  63, 452 

3989-3998.  453 

Morkunas, I. and L. Ratajczak. 2014. The role of sugar signaling in plant defense responses against 454 

fungal pathogens. Acta Physiologiae Plantarum 36, 1607-1619.  455 

Oerke, E.C., Dehne, H.W., 2004. Safeguarding productionねlosses in major crops and the role of crop 456 

protection. Crop Prot. 23, 275-285. 457 



Crop Protection EU-PURE project special issue 

23 

 

Pilkington, L.J., Messelink, G., van Lenteren, J.C., Le Mottee. K., 2010. "Protected Biological Control" - 458 

Biological pest management in the greenhouse industry. Biol. Control 52, 216-220.  459 

Polaszek, A., Rugman-Jones, P., Stouthamer, R., Hernandez-Suarez, E., Cabello, T., Del Pino Pe´Rez, 460 

M. (2012) Molecular and morphological diagnoses of five species of Trichogramma: biological 461 

control agents of Chrysodeixis chalcites (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) and Tuta absoluta 462 

(Lepidoptera: Gelechiidae) in the Canary Islands. BioControl 57, 21に35 463 

Sasser, J.N. 1977. Worldwide Dissemination and Importance of the Root-knot Nematodes, 464 

Meloidogyne spp. J. Nematol. 9, 26-29.  465 

Stenberg, J.A., Heil, M., Ahman, I., Bjorkman, C., 2015. Optimizing Crops for Biocontrol of Pests and 466 

Disease. Trends Plant Sci. 20, 698-712. 467 

Stout, M.J., Zehnder, G.W., Baur., M.E., 2002. Potential for the use of elicitors of plant resistance in 468 

arthropod management programs. Archives of insect biochemistry and physiology 51, 222-469 

235. 470 

Tamiru, A., T.J. Bruce, C.M. Woodcock, J.C. Caulfield, C.A. Midega, C.K. Ogol, et al. 2011. Maize 471 

landraces recruit egg and larval parasitoids in response to egg deposition by a herbivore. 472 

Ecology letters 14, 1075-1083. 473 

Tamiru, A., Z.R. Khan and T.J. Bruce. 2015. New directions for improving crop resistance to insects by 474 

breeding for egg induced defence. Current Opinion in Insect Science 9: 51-55. 475 

Vallad, G.E., Goodman, R.M., 2004. Systemic acquired resistance and induced systemic resistance in 476 

conventional agriculture. Crop Sci. 44, 1920-1934. 477 

Van Hulten, M., Pelser, M., Van Loon, L.C., Pieterse, C.M.J., Ton, J., 2006. Costs and benefits of 478 

priming for defense in Arabidopsis. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the 479 

United States of America 103, 5602-5607. 480 

van Lenteren, J.C. 2012. The state of commercial augmentative biological control: plenty of natural 481 

enemies, but a frustrating lack of uptake. BioControl 57: 1-20. 482 



Crop Protection EU-PURE project special issue 

24 

 

Walters, D., Walsh, D., Newton, A., Lyon, G., 2005. Induced Resistance for Plant Disease Control: 483 

Maximizing the Efficacy of Resistance Elicitors. Phytopathology 95, 1368-1373. 484 

Weiberg, A., Wang, M., Lin, F.-M., Zhao, H., Zhang, Z., Kaloshian, I., Huang, H.-D., Jin, H., 2013. Fungal 485 

Small RNAs Suppress Plant Immunity by Hijacking Host RNA Interference Pathways. Science 486 

342, 118-123. 487 

  488 



Crop Protection EU-PURE project special issue 

25 

 

 489 

 490 

 491 

 492 

Fig. S1 Mean Botrytis cinerea lesion diameter in tomato cultivar 'Moneymakerげ 3 days after 493 

inoculation at different times after treatment. Error bars denote SE. No significant differences in 494 

infection were observed 4 and 5 weeks after treatment. 495 
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